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selves in the island, and the resources of
literature may be commanded by means of
excellent libraries, supported at most of the
Mofussil stations.

One of the greatest errors we commit in
India, is that of sacrificing all interest in
the present, to the sole enjoyment of a fu-
ture return to the homes of our native land;
committing, meanwhile, the most grievous
injustice to these hopes, by living at a rate
of expenditure, which can afford but little
opportunity for garnering the pecuniary
independence necessary to secure the de-
sired object.

An officer in the Company's service, sel-
dom retires at the expiration of twenty-two
years; and even supposing that unusual
good fortune permits him this advantage,
the best period of his existence will yet
have been passed in India. Happily may
the time have flown, should his energies
have been well engaged; but if otherwise,
alas ! the remembrance of it forms but a
tissue of disappointed hopes, wasted talents,